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Antinomy and Symbol: Pavel Florensky’s 

Philosophy of Discontinuity

Pavel Florensky (1882–1937) was a Russian philoso-

pher, theologian, and scientist. He was considered by 

his contemporaries to be a polymath on a par with 

Pascal or Da Vinci. This book is the first comprehen-

sive study in the English language to examine 

Florensky’s entire philosophical oeuvre in its key 

metaphysical concepts. For Florensky, antinomy and 

symbol are the two faces of a single issue—the uni-

versal truth of discontinuity. This truth is a general 

law that represents, better than any other, the inner-

most structure of the universe. With its original  

perspective, Florensky’s philosophy is unique in the 

context of modern Russian thought, but also in the 

history of philosophy per se. 
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Contemporary Russian Philosophy (CRPH) 

explores a variety of perspectives in and on 

philosophy as it is currently practiced by 

scholars in the field. Co-sponsored by the 

Center for Professional and Applied Ethics at 

the University of North Carolina, Charlotte, 

this special series publishes monographs,  

collaborative works, edited volumes, and 

translations on both contemporary issues 

and historical topics of philosophical impor-

tance today. The series features a range of 

scholarly approaches, from studies of individ-

ual thinkers or topics to transnational, inter-

disciplinary, and comparative examinations 

in contemporary context.
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